The Popish Plot
his neck from which it appeared that he was strangled and
his neck was broken.
Dr Burnet and his friend Dr Lloyd, the Vicar of St
MartinVin-the-Fields, went to view the body and saw all
these things, and also noted that " there were many drops
of white wax-lights on his breeches; which he never used
himself; and since only persons of quality or priests use
those lights, this made all persons conclude in whose hands
he must have been." An effort was made to suggest that
he had committed suicide, but the evidence is overwhelming
that it was a case of murder. From the appearance of the
body it seemed clear that the murderers had knelt upon his
breast, strangled him and broken his neck. The sword was
put through his body after death, and the body was carried
to the field shortly before it was found.
The death of Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey is generally
accounted to be an insoluble mystery, but unless one can
bring onself to believe that there was no such thing as a
plot, and that no one had a motive to destroy Godfrey,
and that the evidence given at the trial of his murderers is
all moonshine, the belief at the time that he was murdered
by the orders of the left-wing Jesuits seems reasonable
enough. Whether the right people were prosecuted and
found guilty must be further considered.
Evelyn writes of the murder that it was " manifest " he
was strangled by the Papists, " he being the Justice of the
Peace and one who knew much of their practices as con-
versant with Coleman," and Evelyn was not an ignorant,
panic-stricken man, and he, too, knew Coleman. Moreover,
he was wise in his judgment that this shocking murder, "did
so exasperate not only the Commons but all the nation,"
that it was the direct cause of the excesses against many
" honest Roman Catholics who lived peaceably " and had no
will to subvert the Government and establish their religion
by force and persecution.
Indeed, many modern historical accounts of these times
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